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imperial regime. So far the Emperor's popularity
remained unimpaired, and if any reminder of that
fact were needed it was provided with dramatic
suddenness on the I4th of January, 1858.

It had long been known that on that evening
the Emperor and Empress would attend a special
charity performance at the Opera. Whisperings
of a plot to assassinate Napoleon as he drove
through the streets had reached the ears of the
police, who had also been warned by the French
Minister in Brussels that an Italian anarchist
named Fieri was on his way to Paris. Neverthe-
less, no serious effort seems to have been made to
take adequate precautions or to cancel the im-
perial arrangements ; not even when, at the
eleventh hour, Fieri was arrested in the crowd
with a bomb, a revolver, and a stiletto in his
pocket, did the police make any determined
attempt to avert a catastrophe. Napoleon himself
had become resigned to the danger of his exalted
position ; yet, on that very afternoon, when
passing the statue of Henry of Navarre, he had
remarked to Duke Ernest of Saxe-Coburg : " The
only thing I fear is a poniard like that of Ravaillac,
who assassinated Henry IV. In any other form
of murderous attempt the criminal has hopes of
saving his life by flight, and making plans for
that in itself paralyses his action/'

As the imperial cortege swung round towards the